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Thomas W. Smith, III
Deputy Executive Director & General Counsel 
Tom Smith is a member of ASCE and serves as its Deputy Executive Director and General Counsel.  His responsibilities as Deputy Executive Director include managing ASCE’s Board Operations, Strategic Planning, Sustainability Initiatives, International Affairs, Professional and Educational Activities, Human Resources, and Customer Service departments.  His responsibilities as General Counsel include legal consultation in the areas of employment, tax, corporate, contract, mergers and acquisitions, antitrust, intellectual property, real estate, and construction law.  Mr. Smith also oversees ASCE’s professional conduct and construction contract documents committees. 

Prior to joining ASCE, Mr. Smith practiced law from 1990 to 1997 with the firm of Hazel & Thomas, P.C. in Northern Virginia.  Mr. Smith’s experience at Hazel & Thomas, now merged with Reed Smith, LLP, included commercial, construction and land use litigation in federal and state courts, as well as the preparation and processing of land use permits, including rezonings, special exceptions, special permits and site plan applications for commercial, industrial and residential development. 

Mr. Smith received his law degree from Washington & Lee University (1990), where he was an associate editor of the Washington & Lee Law Review.  Mr. Smith received his Master of Engineering and Bachelors of Science degrees in civil engineering from the University of Virginia (1987 and 1986, respectively).  
Mr. Smith is a member of the Virginia and District of Columbia bars.  He is a member of Chi Epsilon and currently serves as a member of the Board of Directors of the National Institute for Engineering Ethics.  He is a past chair of the Legal Section Council of the American Society of Association Executives (ASAE).  Mr. Smith is a Certified Association Executive (CAE) and has written publications on engineering ethics, construction site safety, local government law, and mechanics lien priority rights for design professionals.  In addition to ASAE, Mr. Smith is a member of the Association of Corporate Counsel, has served as a member and chair of the Virginia Bar Association’s National Moot Court Committee, and is currently serving as a member of the Fairfax County Board of Zoning Appeals.
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